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HANDLING THE GOSPELS

Introduction

Why we must bother with teaching the gospels to young people:

· Because the gospel is about the real Jesus


Romans 1:2-3

· Because the gospel response is following Jesus


Luke 9:23, 57-62, Luke 14:25-34

· Beware the danger of reducing the gospel to just doctrinal propositions

· Beware the danger of thinking Jesus and the gospels are something we move on from

Some important preliminaries

The NT splits into two sections


Narrative, gospels and Acts


Epistles

Although narrative they have theological purpose


Notice that there are 4 ‘gospels’



They are different



They are not biographies



They are not necessarily ‘chronological’ 

(let’s compare Mark 11:11-22 and Matthew 21:12-21)


Notice therefore that they therefore have very ordered structure

Notice that they are very selective


John 21:25

Notice that they expect you to have a Bible overview

Mark 15:38
Notice that they quote and allude to the OT a huge amount


Notice that they state their purpose in general



Mark 1:1



Luke 1:1-4



John 20:30-31

Tips in handling gospels
· Remember how much value is added by the CONTEXT!

· Learning to get the melodic line of each gospel 

· Look for the gospel writers editorial comments

· Think about reflecting the different ‘genres’ within a gospel

Narrative


Parable


Didactic


Poetry


Apocalyptic

