This seminar is for newcomers to youth and children’s work, or newcomers to bible centred youth and children’s work. 

Our task is to have a look at how we should teach the bible to children and young people. 

The bulk of our time will be spent highlighting some helpful tools which when used will help us understand the bible and work out what we should be teaching. And that means the session will become increasingly interactive – you will have to do some work! (As you will when you go back and teach in your local church).

The first bit will mainly be me going through a bible passage and showing you the tools and how to use them (an imperfect over the shoulder look at how you might go about understanding a passage), and then we’ll take another bible passage and in groups we’ll try and put those tools to use for ourselves, feeding back after each one to see how we’re doing. I hope that that makes sense – if not, it will do as we go along.

It’s probably worth issuing a disclaimer at this point.

We won’t have as much time to work out in detail the applications for each age group or handy hints and tips for communication etc. But can I suggest that after today you go to the NWP website and find the seminar which deals with the age group you work with or are about to work with and get more specific help from there.

But before we get stuck in let’s ask for God’s help.

PRAY

As newcomers you will no doubt be a bit nervous when you think of the task set before you back in your home church (or the task you are thinking of taking up).

Perhaps it is 20 screaming 6yr olds that you are supposed to teach the bible to! 

Or maybe it’s 8 lethargic teenagers who barely make eye contact never mind respond to bible study questions.

Suddenly the dread sets in - Arghhhh! 

Why did I say yes to this?

What am I going to do?

How am I supposed to teach the Bible to children and young people?

Well that panic stricken question is a good question to ask!

How do we actually go about teaching the word to a group of children or young people?

We’ve got the word in one hand and our group of kids in the other.
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Word                        Youth/children 

The challenge can seem quite daunting can’t it? (almost like two extremes! Bible teaching? Kids? Do they really go together?)

How do I bring the word of God to my youth or children’s group in such a way as to engage them and yet still be faithful to the word?

That’s our challenge isn’t it? That’s our task. 

Bringing God’s word to bear on young lives.

It’s going to be hard work from the beginning we need to understand the passage clearly, and it’s going to continue to be hard work right up to the end – as we strive to communicate it faithfully and relevantly.

This tricky task, this challenge, is the challenge of Bible teaching. 

And it’s the challenge of Bible teaching at any level, stage and age. 

(It can just seem like a more obvious and tricky challenge when teaching younger people, and especially children)

Bible teachers are to bring the word of God in such a way as to engage with those listening whilst remaining faithful to God’s word.

(But please don’t be discouraged, it is possible to teach the bible well if we put the work in!)

Sadly we can often get things wrong – especially those involved with children’s and youth work.

And the way we get it wrong is by camping out in one of two sides. Both sides are essential to teaching the word, so forget one side and your not teaching the Bible as you should be.

The two ‘sides’ of the coin that is bible teaching are…
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Understanding of the Word
Understanding of people
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On one side - some people are very hard working when it comes to the word. They put the hours in studying the Bible – which is exactly what they should do (as we’ll see in a short while).

But that sadly is more or less where they stop. They understand the Word as best they can, but totally forget about the children/young people they are supposed to be teaching.

And so when they stand up to give their talk or lead their bible study much of that good work is wasted because they didn’t think hard enough about the people they were teaching. They didn’t take time to understand the group they were teaching.

I think that can often be the side I’m tempted to set up camp in.

With good intentions I can spend a long time trying to understand the passage but then leave little time to working out how to pitch the talk and apply it age appropriately.

When I do that I’m not teaching as I should be.
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On the other side - some people are very hard working when it comes to the children they serve. They put the hours in really getting to know the kids in their care, getting to know the families, getting to know the culture that the children/young people are surrounded by, understanding the worldly influences that bombard our young people.

Brilliant stuff – that’s exactly what they should do.

But that’s more or less where they stop. They understand the young people as best they can, but totally forget the word of God they are supposed to be teaching.

And so when they stand up to give their talk or lead their bible study their good work is wasted because they didn’t think hard enough or study long enough. They didn’t take time to really get to grips with the Word they were teaching.

This is the side I think most youth and children’s workers are tempted to camp in. 

Spending heaps of time understanding youth culture, building relationships, packaging the programme to be youth/child friendly. But then nothing comes out of it. 

It’s all a bit like the boy racer cars you see cruising the streets at night (or outside McD’s here in Leyland) they jazz up their cars spending hundreds on the body-work, sound system, those lights that glow funny colours and Big Boar exhausts – they look quite impressive (if you like that sort of thing). But take a closer look, watch the car pull away from the lights and you quickly see that behind that body-work, beyond the lights and underneath the pumping stereo and throaty exhaust is a little 1.1litre engine.

It’s all show!

Well when we understand the people we teach but neglect true understanding of the word – what we teach is like a boy racer car – all mouth and no trousers as my dad would say.

The packaging may be great but the content is missing.

And it’s only the content that saves – not the packaging.

Can you see how we need to make sure we don’t neglect one side for the other?

Now of course both sides do not have equal weighting  - ‘Understanding the Word’ beats ‘Understanding people’ any day (the message of the cross, however weakly presented is the power of God). 

But the good news is, we don’t have to choose – in fact it’s wrong to choose one over the other!

How am I supposed to teach the Bible to children and young people?

Why not do both well?

Why not work really hard at understanding the passage and at the same time, make sure you understand the people you’re teaching too! (Everyone’s a winner!)

Which side do you fall too heavily into? (or if you haven’t started youth or children’s work – which side might you be tempted to fall into?)
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Perhaps the studying side of things is more your strong point, well make sure you study hard to understand the bible - but try and make a conscious effort to get to know the kids you work with a bit better.

Spend a good amount of time making sure you understand the people you are teaching.

It doesn’t mean you have to become like one of the kids you work with. So you can breath a sigh of relief - you don’t have to dye your hair, get a piercing or even like their music! However it might be useful to know whether dying your hair or piercing is actually the thing to do, and it’d be good to know the kinds of trashy lyrics they are filling their heads with! 

There’s more to it than that – but simply spending time with the age group you are working with will usually give you more than enough to gain a good understanding of them.

(getting to know/understanding the people you work with is harder for those who work with young children – for obvious reasons – but it can still be done, family days, parents nights and having family’s round to your house for food for example)

Ask what issues affect them on a day to day basis, see how they deal with circumstances in life, know their family situations etc It’s just common sense isn’t it? But understand the young people you work with will help you to teach relevantly and in an engaging way and the more you will be able to apply the word to their lives appropriately.
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If your strength is people based, and so knowing your kids and their culture will be easier for you, then your task is spend more time studying. Work harder at the text for longer. It’s great to build that bridge into their world but pointless if you don’t use it to carry the message of the gospel across!

It is only the message of the cross that is able to save, nothing else – no matter how fancy or well thought through. 

Relevant and accessible programs don’t save us from our sin, it’s only the gospel of Christ – so don’t leave it out – it’s life and death!

It’s strange though – this problem of setting up camp on one side or the other should never arise.
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Because if we study the word correctly and carefully we’d see that it is so relevant/engaging (it is God’s word after all!) all we have to do is teach it in a such a way that no-one misses out on the glorious truth I don’t want them to miss out on the message because I’ve not communicated it appropriately.
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If we know kids and culture then we’d see that what they desperately need is the truth of the gospel and so we’d work hard (very hard) at the text to make sure that we gave them what they needed the most 

The two sides are really two sides of the same coin – can’t have one without the other!

The challenge is to do both well. (it will continue to be a struggle to make sure we don’t set up camp on one side only)

So before we get stuck in to how we ‘do’ understand and teach the bible, here are a few ‘don’t’s that might set us in good stead.

Don’t forget the people you’re teaching… and be irrelevant and inappropriate for your age group.

Don’t forget the Word you’re teaching – they need to hear it. It’s a lie that kids aren’t interested in truth and it’s a lie that children are too young for salvation.

That means…

When teach we need to make sure that we…

Don’t stand in front of the word… and be boring 

Don’t stand in front of the word…Trying to be so relevant you stand in the way of the kids seeing the relevance of the word.

With our teaching task defined as ‘understanding the word and understanding people’ we will now begin with how we should go about understanding the Bible in order to teach it to others.

The tools that we’ll look at are simple and if we use them our children and young people will benefit massively!

But before we open the toolbox we need to…

Pray

It is pretty obvious but easily forgotten. Too often I can be halfway through preparation and realise that I’ve neglected to pray, to ask for the Spirit (who inspired the scriptures) to open my eyes to God’s Word.

Without prayer we are basically saying that we don’t need help (and the Bible tells us that we all do) so always begin by praying for yourself to be enlightened and then also pray for the children or young people who will be taught, that they will be enlightened too!

So let’s do that now!

PRAY.

We’re now ready to open our toolbox and begin.

The first tool we need is not beyond any of us here today (in fact none of them are!). You don’t need a degree or a dog collar to use this tool really well and yet if all Bible teachers spent more time using this tool then I reckon that sermons, talks and bible studies would be so much better.

Tool number one is simply to… 
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 Read the passage carefully
Now that may sound like common sense, and you probably could have guessed that reading the passage you are teaching on would be a good idea. But it’s quite shocking how bad we are at reading things. 

If we read a part of the bible that is familiar (like Jonah which we’ll look at today) we often think we already know what it says and therefore we miss what it really says! 

We need to take time and care at this stage. Don’t rush through the words like it’s a race, don’t skim read, don’t predictive read (anyone got predictive text on their phone? It guesses what word you’re going to type – sometimes useful - often wrong). Read the passage with care. For me that means reading it at least 3 or 4 times to even begin getting it into my head! And it means reading it in a place with few distractions.

Now all you need for this tool is the ability to read and a good translation of the Bible.

So despite whatever version you teach your group from (Good News or International Chidren’s Bible) you should start your preparation in a tighter translation like the English Standard Version or the NIV. In fact it’s worth reading the passage in both the NIV and the ESV (sometimes there are slight differences which may help us understand something tricky).

If you haven’t got an ESV then buy one or go on biblegateway.com which lets you print of any section of the bible from loads of different translations. It’s brilliant! (I often print out the passage I’m going to teach so that I can scribble all over it with coloured pens – only do that if it helps!)

So let’s get on and read our passage.

(read out ch1 in NIV)

(then ch1 from ESV)

Now when I read the passage before me it’s good to make a note of what kind of writing I’m reading. 

Is it a letter? If so I’ll be looking for link words like ‘for’ and ‘because’ and ‘therefore’ and ‘so’. This is because it will help me understand the argument that is being developed in the letter.

For example in this sentence ‘I look for link words because they’ll help me understand the writers argument’, the word because is a really helpful word. It helps me spot the structure.

A because B. Look for link words when approaching a letter and it’ll help you find the structure.

However today’s passage isn’t a letter so there won’t be as many link words to spot, and there won’t be an argument to find the structure of . 

It’s narrative (as is a lot of the bible) and therefore we need to approach it differently than a letter.

With a story like the one we find in the book of Jonah it’s a good idea to break it up into sections that appear naturally in the text as the story is told.

A helpful way to do this is to imagine you are making the story into a play or TV drama premiere! Where do the scenes change? Where might I put some adverts?

Here’s my sheet of scribbles (messy but helpful).

v1 introduces us to the main characters – the LORD God and Jonah

v2 The LORD commands Jonah to preach against wickedness in Ninevah

v3 Jonah runs away (a long way)

v4 God sends a storm and it doesn’t look good for all those on board

v5-16 show us the different reactions to this situation. Sailors are afraid of the storm and want it to stop. Jonah sleeps and doesn’t seem very to bothered about dying.

v17 Man overboard Jonah is not killed, God provides a fish to swallow him.

As I jot down notes I’m not making any comment about the sections, not trying to understand what’s going on too much and I’m not trying to think of illustrations! I’m simply noting down a structure.

Scene one - God speaks to Jonah v1-2

Jonah runs away v3

Scene two - God sends storm v4

Contrasting reactions of Sailors and Jonah v5-16 (esp v9-10)

The end? - God provides rescue for Jonah v17

As I read the passage I look for two things.

Surprises and things I got stuck on (things that I don’t understand or need more info about).

So the surprises I jotted down were these…

· Jonah’s response to God’s command – other prophets have been scared, uncertain but never run off before! Why does he run off? I’d want to find out more about Nineveh and why he didn’t want to go.

· Jonah’s words in v9 are a bit of a shocker aren’t they? I worship (or fear in the ESV) the LORD? Doesn’t look like it does it? He runs off and then sleeps through a storm that is about to break the boat!

· Pagan sailors response throughout – they show more genuine fear and respect for God than the Jewish Jonah!

· v17! The deserter Jonah is spared!

· The LORD is mentioned a LOT! Now I suppose it’s not too surprising in once sense – it is the bible, but it surprised me because the story of Jonah is usually focussed on Jonah when I’ve heard it told. Not here. 

The things that I got stuck on were these…

· Jonah’s dad – who? Can’t even say it never mind know who he is. Might be worth checking out.

· Ninevah and Tarshish – where are they? Any significance?

· Cast lots on the boat – is that a normal thing to do? 

Once I’ve noted down the surprises and where I’ve got stuck (the things I don’t understand or need more info about) I then try and do a little thinking and a little digging.

First, the surprises…

· Jonah’s response to God’s command – why did he react so strongly? It must be something to do with his mission to Nineveh (which was also a place I needed to know more about). So I looked around for info on Nineveh. v2 tells us that they are committing wickedness. Searching on biblegateway (what a great tool) I found that Nineveh is mentioned in Gen 10 (although that wasn’t helpful) and in the book of Nahum. Skim reading Nahum it was clear enough to see that Nineveh (home to the Assyrians) had been dreadfully sinful, had destroyed much of Israel and were about to be punished by God. You can see why Jonah had such a strong reaction! 

· Jonah’s words don’t match his actions. He is SO against God’s mission to Nineveh that he doesn’t seem to care whether he lives or dies. He certainly doesn’t worship the LORD! 

· The sailors response is so surprising that it makes me look more carefully at them. Why do pagans end up making vows to the God of the Hebrews? Why do they respond like this? They see a great storm (one that had even hardened sailors quaking), they work out that none of their gods are of any use, they see that the storm is the result of Jonah’s disobedience to the God who made the SEA and so they decide that he’s the one worth living for! They repent and believe!

· God sparing Jonah seems to tell us that God isn’t finished with Jonah yet, despite him being unwilling to obey, but more than that, it seems to tell us that God hasn’t given up on the mission to the Ninevites either!

· The repeated mention of ‘LORD’ shows us that this story isn’t the story of Jonah and the whale but rather a story about God and his purposes.

And now for the bits I don’t understand or need more info on…

· Jonah’s dad? Looked on biblegateway again and found that he and Jonah are mentoned in 2 Kings 14. v23-25 tell us that ‘In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and he reigned for forty-one years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit. He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Sea of Arabah, in accordance with the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.’ Now although I still don’t know much about Jonah’s dad, and I’m almost more confused with all those strange names, I do now know more about Jonah’s background. He’s from Gath Hepher (which a bible map tells me is in Galilee) and he’s from the southern Kingdom of Israel. This might be helpful later.

· Ninevah and Tarshish? Where are they? Any significance? Well we found out about Nineveh in our surprise section. Tarshish was hard to find stuff about, although looking for bible maps online I found that it was to the west of Jonah (across the med) compared to Nineveh which was North-east. So Jonah ran in the opposite direction (which is probably what we’d expect if he didn’t want to go there!)

· Casting lots? Well it seems like something they used to do in those days and even among God’s people, Israel and the early church. (I just searched biblegateway again!) In this case it doesn’t seem that we need to pay much attention to it, other than the attention that the passage gives it – ‘the lot fell on Jonah’. He’s responsible!

All that we have gained so far (which is a rough structure and some interesting things to note) is all because we read the passage carefully. No tricks or fancy skills – just hard work (and biblegateway which if you don’t have or won’t help you you could always ask your minister – they’re paid to help!)

Tool one is simple, and if we spend a good amount of time with this tool it will set us up well for the rest of our tools. So remember to start with this tool early on!

Now we’re ready to get tool 2 out!
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 Read the passage in context
The context is often the key to understanding something.

When a Mum comes across her children scrapping in the front room, what does she do?

She stops the scrap and ask why they are fighting. “How did it get to this?”

Without working out the context the Mum won’t understand why the fight happened and how to sort things out!

Context is often the key to understanding something!

This chapter of Jonah doesn’t come in a vacuum. It doesn’t just arrive out of nowhere and disappear into nothing – it has a context. If we are to understand Jonah ch1 properly we need to read it in its context.

The first and easiest thing to do is to read the chapters around and about our bible passage. With Jonah being a short book that means we can read the whole of Jonah out – this will help us get a flavour of a slightly bigger picture.

(if you are teaching Isaiah 33 you might not be able to read the 55 chapters around yours, but you could skim read the whole thing and then read through the 4 or 5 chapters that immediately surround it.)

So we need to read Jonah chapters 2-4… (By the way I recommend reading stuff out loud even if you’re on your own and feel a bit mad, ‘cos your mind has less chance to wander!)

(get someone to read out the whole of Jonah in one go)

Now all you need to take in at this point is where things are heading, a general flavour of what happens next. This will help you as you teach the start of the story from ch1 because you’ll know where it ends!

For example Jonah’s outburst in ch4 helps us understand why he ran away in ch1. Knowing the context (ch4) will help us teach ch1.

And so it might be worth stopping quickly at this stage and just noting down any themes that seem to be running through the book.

I noticed these themes without thinking too hard!

· God being in complete control – from casting lots to the storm to the fish to the mission being completed.

· God’s mission of salvation to the nations (not just Jews) - so the pagan sailors and the Ninevites all repent.

· Repentance – Jonah’s lack of it at first, sailors and Ninevites.

· Rebellion – Jonah runs, ignores God and then doesn’t like God’s mercy.

Having made those notes I then go back to thinking of the context. It’s time to go even bigger because the book of Jonah doesn’t come in a vacuum either!

To teach Jonah properly we need to know when these events take place historically, where in God’s big rescue plan they appear.

Where they come historically can sometimes be hard to work out (the books of the bible are not in chronological order!). But something we read earlier can help us place Jonah in history. 

Remember the 2 Kings 14 verses?

2 Kings 14vv23-25 told us that Jonah was around in the time when thingy was king of Judah and the other bloke was king of Israel. This gives us quite a lot. It tells us that Jonah was around after the nation of Israel split in two, Judah in the north and Israel in the south and because the kings were mentioned it tells us exactly when.

So even though we might be scared ‘cos we don’t know much – what we do know is that God’s people are divided, their enemies are constantly threatening and often beating Israel, there is great suffering going on (v26 of 2kings14) and the kings they have are not good ones as they lead the people to sin.

And it’s within all this context that Jonah ch1 takes place.

Now if our BIG PICTURE knowledge is pretty poor I recommend going on a bible overview which some churches and conferences run, or reading a book like Vaughn Roberts’ The Big Picture they will help us in our understanding and give us greater confidence when using tool2. 

Although we can be encouraged that each time we study the word, another bit of the big picture is revealed – and so that means we should get increasingly better at tool 2 over time! Hooray!

Our third tool is a vital tool when it comes to handling the OT. 

In fact if we miss out our 3rd tool, however hard we work at tools 1 & 2 we could completely miss the point.

When we read the OT we should remember Luke 24 which tells us to
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 Read the passage through Jesus glasses
Luke 24.

Jesus has been crucified and raised from the dead. 

Read v13-27 (get someone to read it)

Wow!

So up until this point in history the OT was not understood properly. 

But from this moment on Jesus’ followers are led to understand how all the OT is fundamentally about Jesus. 

In some way or other every part of the OT is about the Lord Jesus. 

And so that means without the OT we would not properly understand the person and work of Jesus. 

Or to put it another way - we need all the OT to understand Jesus. 

How stupid it is when we ignore the OT, or relegate it to a interesting but irrelevant collection of stories.

The Jesus we find in the NT is so immense that we need all the history of Israel to help us to understand him.

What Jesus came to do is so incredible, so pivotal, so earth shattering that we need thousands of years of history to anticipate it.

So every time we read an OT passage it ought to be informing us about the Lord Jesus. WOW! Suddenly teaching the OT is SO much more exciting!

But let’s think for a moment what would have happened if we hadn’t asked how this passage was about Jesus. If we’d left tool 3 in the tool box. 

We would still go on to summarise the passage and find some application, but the summary (the main point of the passage) and application would be very different. 

If we leave out tool 3 when it comes to the OT, then BIG mistakes are made. A very common one is moralising from the passage, selecting things that are good and bad. And we say ‘do it the good things and avoid the bad things. 

Don’t run away from hard things face up to them. Jonah ran away and that didn’t do him any good!

Always listen to people who are in charge. Jonah didn’t and it got him in trouble.

When we read the OT without Jesus glasses on that’s all we’re left with!

Good stories we can use as character studies. 

What we’re doing, at best, is teaching truths from other passages, and using Jonah as an example, or illustrations of those truths. 

With the OT we must believe that the text is about Jesus. And so we must keep asking how the passage is about him. And the more you know how the whole Bible fits together the better you’ll get at doing this. 

It can be easy to fall into the trap of trying to find any tedious link and using it to get to Jesus, the passage will point us to Jesus if we read it carefully.

And when we seek to find how the bible itself points to Jesus it means we won’t slip into repetitive, tag on Jesus endings.

Another good thing to check is to see whether the NT comments on the OT passage you’re looking at (a good cross ref bible or biblegateway again will help here).

I found that Jesus talks about Jonah in a couple of the gospels – that gives us hints how to understand and preach it. (Although I need to try and understand that passage aswell now which means more work!)

One of the ways that I see Jonah pointing to Jesus is through the big theme of that God’s salvation for all (despite what Jonah thinks) – we don’t have to think too hard to see how God’s salvation for all was seen supremely in the cross. Therefore we can look to the gospels and the apostles teaching. 

that’s no weak or tedious link! It’s glorious! The salvation being worked out in Jonah is seen fully in Jesus! That suddenly gives the book of Jonah a greater weight doesn’t it?

When it all boils down, if we read the OT with Jesus glasses on we too can have the same reaction as the disciples on the road to Emmaus who said – “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to us?’

Hearts can only be set ablaze for Jesus if the scriptures are fully opened to people. And that means reading the OT through Jesus glasses.
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 Summarise the passage 

The summary of the passage will be what I think the hearers (including myself) need to go away with. Without a summary sentence we are likely to present a garbled, messy talk which doesn’t clearly teach the passage.

And so our 4th tool really helps us work out whether we have understood the passage clearly enough to teach it. 

If you can’t summarise something then you probably haven’t quite understood it. 

However if you’ve read the passage carefully, read the passage in context and read the passage with Jesus glasses on I think you’ll be ready to have a stab.

Don’t worry if you write something down and it is pants. Just go over your notes, write something to start the ball rolling and then just keep on tweaking the sentence until you are confident that it summarises what the bible is saying.

So my first attempt was…

Despite Jonah trying to leg it from God ‘cos he didn’t like the mission to the enemy, we see a right response to God from pagan sailors and overall we see that God is in control.

Now I reckon the elements are there, what I’ve written is from the passage but it’s pretty long and garbled.

So I went back to my notes, tweaked things a little and after a few more scribbled drafts came up with this…

Despite Jonah trying to stop God’s mission to the nations we see God is in control as pagan sailors turn to him.

(Now if I’m honest I’m still not perfectly happy with it)
A good test of the summary of the passage would now be to see whether it fits in to the broad themes of the whole book.

To see if it does I try and summarise the book.

Now I haven’t done much work on the other chapters, but from a casual read through I think that my summary of the book would be something like… 

The salvation that comes from God alone is for everyone and his plan cannot be stopped. (can you see how I’ve got that?)
Now that will never be a perfect sentence, but at this stage it gives me a little help when I teach part of the book – how does ch1 fit into the bigger picture of the whole book? If my summary of ch1 doesn’t fit with the summary of the book I’ve probably got something wrong!

(to check your summary of the book you could see how your summary fits into God’s BIG salvation plan – which in this case it does when we see the fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham of a blessing to all nations in the cross of Christ)
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 Apply the passage with challenge

We are now onto our last tool. It’s time for the ‘so what?’ question. What difference does all this make to my life? What do I need to know, do, change in the light of this part of God’s word.

It’s time to apply the passage with a challenge!

Now it’s sad that often what we leave out of our preparation time and our delivery is application.

We can fall into the trap of communicating stories incredibly well, engaging with our children or young people appropriately and giving them amazing bible knowledge yet failing to challenge our hearers with some application for their lives.

We need to apply the word of God, bring it to bear on people’s lives.

If we don’t apply the word, we aren’t teaching it.

So how can we best apply the passage with a challenge?

The best advice is this. Prepare early!

Early preparation will be extremely helpful when it comes to application (and it won’t just be helpful for the Children and Young People, but for us too!)

When we begin to study the Word well in advance we let the word live in, and affect, us. As the passage begins to seap into our heads we will slowly but surely begin to see how it applies to each area of our life. (It’s amazing how many times an application has suddenly clicked whilst I’ve been at youth group, doing washing up or shopping at Tesco’s!)

And the great thing is that when we spend time with the children or young people we work with and the word is dwelling in us, buzzing around our brains, soaking away for a study or talk a few weeks away, we will begin to see how it applies to them too! (How does the truth that God is in control affect Dan?)

Without early prep, we have less time to use our tools and usually little or no time left to properly use tool 5.

Application is often a tag on, general exhortation rather than a Word inspired challenge aimed directly at the heart of the hearers.

So this means that you need to plan your time well.

Realistic time scale for the 5 tools? - 8hours 

Realistic time scale for talk writing? – 8hours

So depending on your situation it will mean each talk / study (whether to 3-5’s or to the full church family) will take a…

Paid church worker / someone freed up in daytime about 2 days.

Voluntary worker / someone working full time = 5 evenings (ish)

It’s a BIG commitment isn’t it? Teaching the bible is hard work! It should be, we shouldn’t just prepare our Sunday school session on the Saturday night in front of x-factor. We shouldn’t plan the bible study for youth group on the train home from work the evening of the meeting.

Now that means that if we try to understand and teach the bible properly we will probably need less teaching opportunities per term, and more time to prep (I know we’re all in diff situations – but this is the ideal we need to strive towards).

Now I hope that’s been helpful – and just remember to keep on praying! It is God who opens eyes through his spirit within us!

We’re going to see in a moment whether it has been helpful or not because we’re all going to be let loose on a bible passage with the 5 tools. But first can I just say that if you want more help then keep on coming to these kinds of days (that’s why we run them), read some good books

Dig Deeper (loads of tools!), 

Their God is so big.

How to read the Bible for all its worth. Gordan Fee and Douglas Stuart
And why not get the recordings of the other seminars and build upon what we’ve done today?

