Jonah 3rd PIG Nov 2006 

A  How to Prepare it:

Intros 

Spotting Structures and Links

Group work 

Significant Actions or Doctrines in Jonah (10 mins)

Sovereignty of God/ Sovereignty of God in Salvation 

Repentance

God’s Word 

God’s Covenant & Covenant Character – the God of Mission, mercy, compassion, jdgt, grace.  

Forgiveness and Judgement 

Structuring a teaching Plan

Put titles to these for after the break, Also include questions for the end.

Jonah 3rd PIG Nov 2006 

B  How to tell it

Titles Competition

Story telling techniques (10 mins)

Chapter 1 run through

God’s Message

Jonah and God –

Nineveh and God –



Us and God – a message of judgt on our society too?

God’s Man

Living free from God’s presence.  Wanting to run away from God 

Sin is stupid

God’s mercy

Sailors, 

God is completely free and powerful to use anyone and anything to bring glory to His name.

God is free to control.  

Application: God is free to use all things to His glory.

Repentance and Forgiveness run through

Introduction – do you agree or disagree with these statements about God:

· God is Love

· God is Light

· God is Fair

· God is Holy

· God Forgives

· God Judges

God’s character is complex and deep. We will never understand it all. But we have clues in the Bible and according to the Bible God is all those things that we have listed. There are some big clues about God’s character in Jonah – the biggest is probably in chapter 4 v 2:

4 v 2 – I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.

This is a description that is consistent with both Old and New Testament:

2 Peter 3 v 9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

This verse is talking particularly about why the end of the world had not yet come. But the point is that it hasn’t come because God is giving people every chance he can.

Exodus 34 v 5-7 - Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation." 

This is one of the most wonderful descriptions of God’s character in the Bible. It shows that God loves to forgive and is keen to do so. He is slow to anger/judgment. 

What is there in the story of Jonah that helps us see various aspects of God’s character?

Provide Verses for these please:

· God is sending Jonah to Nineveh to warn them

· God doesn’t let anyone aboard the ship die – the sailors fear God

· Jonah is rescued by a great fish

· God sees the repentance of the people of Nineveh and has compassion

· God provides a shelter for Jonah in the desert

· God declares concern for Nineveh

· God doesn’t kill Jonah for his disobedience but sends him a 2nd time.

But God will punish – the verse does not say that he will never get angry, but that he is slow to anger. 

What is there in the story of Jonah that helps us see this?

· 1 v 1 Nineveh’s wickedness has come up before God – it has obviously been growing and now God is going to do something about it.

· 1 v 4 & 2 v 3 Jonah’s disobedience causes God’s judgment in the form of a storm

The Mechanics of Forgiveness
1) Who is it that forgives? (2 v 9; 3 v 5; 3 v 10)

2) How is forgiveness achieved?

a) (3 v 5-9) – Nineveh’s repentance
b) (3 v 10) – God’s compassion
3) What is the cost of forgiveness? (chs. 2 & 3)

- Sacrifice is involved. Throughout Jonah there are sacrifices and calling out to God.

cross-reference Matthew chapter 12 vv 38-42. Jonah’s time in the fish is likened to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus makes the point that the Ninevites listened to Jonah’s preaching and repented. That generation will condemn those who do not repent in response to Jesus’ preaching. In both cases there is a death (real or symbolic). Repentance and therefore forgiveness, comes at a cost.

4) What is the purpose of forgiveness?

a) For Jonah (3 v 1) – to continue to serve
b) For the Ninevites (3 v 10) – so that God keeps his promise of salvation and restores the Ninevites to himself (see also Jonah 4 v 11)
What about us?

Do we trust in God’s character?

Too often we emphasise one aspect of God’s character over and above another. Either we don’t yet have the full picture of God – almost excusable. Or we want God to be a certain type of God – not excusable in the least. For example we want God just to be love because that is what we desire from him, or we want God to be compassionate and forgiving, because we desire that.

However to do this, for whatever reason, is to re-create God in our own image. That is we make God what we want him to be and that reflects our own character. But God is not like this. There are many facets to God’s character.

I may want God to be love – because if he is love then he will surely overlook my faults. But I do not want him to be light, because that would open up to scrutiny all the dark corners of my life with all its faults.

God does forgive – that is because he is compassionate, however we must realise that God is holy (if he were not there would be nothing to forgive), God is just and fair (if he were not then his punishment of sin would be arbitrary and vengeful), and God is patient (desiring none to perish but all to come to repentance)

What about signs of forgiveness in our lives?

Signs of forgiveness – a willingness to forgive others – Jonah was not willing, he harboured his grudge against God and against the Ninevites.

Jesus says that we must forgive e.g. Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6) and in answer to a direct question (Matthew 18)

Are you ready to serve?

Jonah is a good example of being forgiven in order to serve. Read Jonah 3 v 1 – as soon as Jonah’s rescue has been completed the word of the Lord comes to Jonah as second time – Jonah’s instruction is repeated.

Quote:  Forgiveness invites us to return to God, obliges us to return to God…inclines us to return to God and encourages us to live in a state of amity and holy friendship with God, pleasing him and serving him in righteousness all our days – Thomas Manton

(Thomas Manton – a puritan (1620-1677) minister, chaplain to Charles 2, imprisoned later for being a non-conformist (i.e. not willing to join CofE), preached from prison but died 5 years later)

Our response: What is Repentance?

An Act of Grace in reaching out to lost sinners

An Act of Faith in responding to God’s Word



A Change of Mind in turning and thinking/living according to God’s Law.



therefore a Gift of God.    Acts 11:18 – repentance unto life

What do you repent of?  (give examples of each)

Beliefs 

Attitudes

Decisions

(which leads to …)

Actions

(which leads to …)

Lifestyles: 

How do you repent? (give examples from Jonah)

Starting off: Conviction – hearing God’s Word 

Keeping on: Concentration – listening to God’s Word 

Next Steps: Consolidation – examples and helps for developing a repentant heart 

“We must believe that the pursuit of holiness is worth the effort and pain required to put to death the wrong deeds of the body.  We must believe that ‘without holiness no-one will see the Lord.’ (Hebrews 12:14)” Jerry Bridges

How to know right from wrong: a four step guide

1. “‘Everything is permissible for me’, but not everything is beneficial” (1 Corinthians 6:12).  Question 1:  Is it helpful, spiritually, mentally, physically?

2. “‘Everything is permissible for me’ - but I will not be mastered by anything” (1 Corinthians 6:12.  Question 2: Does it bring me under its power?

3. ‘Therefore if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.’ (1 Cor 8:13) Question 3: Does it hurt others?

4. ‘So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God’ (1 Cor 10:31).  Question 4: Does it glorify God?

Any questions.

Prayers
