Free to Follow: Understanding and Teaching the Grace of God to 3-7's

Seminar 1 Teaching Law in the Context of Grace

· The Bible is not legalistic............ the Bible shows Gods grace

3 Easy Ways to Make the Bible Legalistic

· Focus only on the characters of a story

· Look for the moral lesson of a story

· Ignore the context

A more fruitful approach:

· Context


Where does this story come in the big picture of the Bible storyline?


What happens immediately before and after this story?

· Content


What happens in the story?


Where is the emphasis?

· Controls

What does this story teach us about God?

How does the story help us to understand who Jesus is and what he has done?

What does this story teach us about grace and our response to it?

Over to you:

Apply these questions to Exodus 19:1 – 20:18

Context

Content

Controls
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Seminar 2 Encouraging children to live by grace

“Teaching to Reach the Heart”

1. In our Bible teaching

2. Modelling grace in our teaching sessions

· 3 Ways to undermine grace


By being too controlling


By making good behaviour our goal


By modelling legalism in what we say and do

·  Ways to Encourage Grace

Think through the following scenarios:

What reactions in these situations will reinforce grace? - be specific

What reactions in these circumstances will undermine grace? - be specific

1. During drink time, a child's drink gets spilt.

2. A child in your group continually fidgets with their fingers during the lesson

3. A 6 year old child comes along to your group each week, but persistently refuses to do what you ask them to do.

What things do you do in your groups which help avoid chaos?

Boundaries

What boundaries have you established with the children?  Why these?

How and when are they communicated?  How are they enforced?

